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A Message About Vaccine Hesitancy

Uncertainty — one word I'd use to describe this past year. Uncertainty surrounding COVID-19, the state of
the economy, and life as we knew it prior to March 2020; as providers, we look at science and research
to help determine certainty.

For the last several months, we’ve been looking forward with a hopeful gaze as some of the smartest
brains in the world worked to develop vaccines to help stem the pandemic. And to our relief, they’'ve
been approved for Emergency Use Authorization (EUA). We signed up to get vaccinated ourselves and
have encouraged family, friends, and colleagues to get the vaccine as soon as they are able.

What we weren’t expecting is how much concern about getting a COVID-19 vaccine, also known as
vaccine hesitancy, we’d be faced with. The country’s history with past vaccines can’t be overlooked — and
we understand why people may be hesitant about getting the COVID-19 vaccine, but it is important for
us to overcome vaccine hesitancy, together. The state of immunity of the world is determined by all of
us, and while we wait for the widespread availability of vaccine, whether eagerly or reluctantly, I'd like to
take this opportunity to talk about some of the recent good news vaccine studies have been showing.

Here’s what we know...

The vaccines work really well

All of the approved vaccines currently being distributed provide excellent protection against serious
illness caused by COVID-19. They provide amazing protection against dying from COVID-19. In fact, every
vaccine totally prevented hospitalization or death from COVID-19 in studies.

The below chart by Ahish K. Jha, MD, MPH shows data gathered during clinical trials:
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DO YOU NEED TO GET TESTED FOR COVID-19?

TESTING LOCATIONS HOTLINE
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