
The Council of Industry Magazine and Membership Directory 17

Inspired by a call to action to offer domestic preparedness 
and emergency management programs following the 9/11 
terrorist attacks, the presidents of Orange, Rockland, and 
Ulster community colleges established the Hudson Valley 

Educational Consortium (HVEC) as a way to offer important 
but costly community-centered programs that are very 
worthwhile but experience periodic low enrollments.  
Through a $4 million grant endorsed by State 
Senator John Bonacic and the Dormitory Authority 
of the State of New York, the three founding 
colleges along with Sullivan County Community 
College established interactive video conferencing 
rooms on each campus to allow students to take 
specialized courses offered by one of the colleges via 
the technology link on their own campus. General 
education courses are taken by Consortium students 
at their home campus 
either face-to-face or 
online.  

Students register for all 
of their courses at their 
home college, pay local 
tuition rates, and receive 
degrees awarded by the 
home institution, breaking 
State University of New 
York (SUNY) and State 
Department of Education of New York (State Ed) traditions 
of how degrees are awarded.  

Today, with the addition of Dutchess Community 
College and Westchester Community College, the 
HVEC has grown to include all six community colleges 
and the seven counties encompassing the Mid-Hudson 
region.  There are four Associates of Applied Science 

degrees (A.A.S.) offered by the HVEC (Cyber Security, Fire 
Protection Technology, Emergency Management, and Green Building 
Maintenance and Management) and a fifth A. S. degree in Public 
Health is awaiting State Education Department approval.  

In addition to the for-credit degree programs, the HVEC has 
fostered extensive partnering by the Continuing Education (non-
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The	Green	Technology	degree	offered	by	the	Hudson	Valley	Educational	
Consortium	offers	training	in	the	installation	of	solar	panels.

HV Community Colleges 
Working Together to Meet 
Regional Workforce Needs

Since 2009, over 
4,000 people 
have been trained 
for clean energy 
or energy efficient 
jobs in the 
Hudson Valley.
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credit) arms of the colleges 
in the areas of workforce 
training and development 
with special emphasis on 
Advanced Manufacturing, 
Allied Health, and Tourism 
and Hospitality consistent 
with the Regional 
Economic Development 
Council’s focus for the 
region.

The colleges share 
faculty, curricula, 
equipment, and facilities 
to make programs available 
across the region while 
avoiding unnecessary 
duplication of costs.  In 
some instances, the colleges 
have been able to piggy 
back funding to deliver 
more comprehensive 
programs as a lower cost 
to students and businesses.  
This regional approach also 
benefits businesses that 
operate in more than one 
county, enabling them to 
receive consistent training across the region.

More recently, in response to SUNY directives for sharing of services 

to contain costs, the HVEC has applied for various grants in order 
to facilitate this directive.  For example, in mid-February the HVEC 
applied for a $204,000 SUNY Community College Career Services 
grant to develop a cross-regional network of educational programs and 
services to identify current and emerging gaps in workforce training 
and to link students and members of the community with enhanced 
career services and employment opportunities.

What began as a limited effort in response to the events of 9/11 has 
become a vibrant collaboration in which the whole is clearly greater 
than the sum of its parts.

• The six colleges in the HVEC formed the SUNY Clean Energy 
Technology Training Consortium (CETT).  Since 2009, over 4,000 
people have been trained for clean energy or energy efficient jobs in the 
Hudson Valley.

• Colleges throughout the state including those in the HVEC 
developed Advanced Manufacturing programs.  HVEC instructors 
were trained to teach Certified Production Technician programs that 
feed the talent pipeline needs of manufacturers in the region.

• Two of the HVEC colleges – Dutchess and Rockland – offer a 
non-credit Certificate in Manufacturing Leadership sponsored by the 
Council of Industry.

• Orange County Community College and the Council of Industry 
through a US Department of Labor, Employment and Training 
Administration Jobs and Innovation Accelerator Challenge (JIAC) 
grant are developing a regional sector strategy in manufacturing. The 
other HVEC member institutions are also participating. One of the 
products of the project being developed by Partners of Progress is a 
Manufacturing web app containing pertinent information about all of 

Advanced	Manufacturing	training	graduation:	(l	to	r)	F.	Christian	Mdeway,	Director	of	Continuing	Education	
at	Rockland	Community	College;	Harold	King,	Executive	Vice	President,	Council	of	Industry;	Andre	Santa,	
manufacturing	graduate,	and	Thomas	Della	Torre,	Associate	VP	for	Academic	&	Community	Partnerships,	RCC.

Brent	Chanin	of	Mediprint	in	Goshen,	NY,	holds	a	medical	
model	he	created	in	the	3D	Printing	Smart	Lab	at	Rockland	
Community	College's	Haverstraw	Center.
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the manufacturers and all of the manufacturing training in the region.

• Orange County Community College, and in the near future 
Rockland Community College, offers a non-credit New Construction 
Gas Operator Technician Certification program in cooperation with 
Precision Pipeline Solutions and the Northeast Gas Association.

• Rockland, Sullivan and Ulster community colleges each operate a 
SUNY SMARTT Lab.  At Rockland the focus is on 3-D printing and 
3-D design, at Sullivan the focus is on programmable logic controllers, 
and at Ulster the focus is on sensors and metrology.

• SUNY Ulster administers a SUNY Workforce Development 
grant in partnership with the Council of Industry through which 
council members can take advantage of training programs offered by 
HVEC members. 

• The individual colleges also have partnered with many local 
manufacturers to obtain SUNY Workforce Development grants to 
support customized training in the partner companies.

• Most HVEC members are Start-Up NY participants with official 
Start-Up NY Campus locations now or in development.

Susan Deer, PhD
Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs & Student 
Services, Rockland Community College Chair, Executive 
Committee of the Hudson Valley Educational Consortium

http://orangepkg.com


http://keybank.com
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